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MEMORANDUM FOR: DO/Information Review Officer 


4 Ter, East Asia Division 


SUBJECT : Writing Project Sponsored by U.S. Army 
on Vietnam War 


REFERENCE : Informal Note from DO/IRO, same subject, 
dated 4 February 1982 


A East Asia Division heartily supports the DDA/CRD 
initiative in approaching the U.S. Army Center for Military 
History in order that the Agencv might gain access to manu- 
scripts prepared by former Vietnamese officers who are under 
contract to write histories of the Vietnam War. Past experience 
has shown that U.S. Army monographs of the type referred to in 
the article accompanying the CR) note have included classified 
information relevant to DO operations. Undoubtedly, one or 
more of the "Indochinese military officers" being contracted 
to prepare these studies has had some sort of past relation- 
ship with the Agency which has the potential for bringing 
about the revelation of classified Agency data in an open 
source publication. 


as East Asia Division wouid appreciate the opportunity 
to review any of the histories which might be made available 
to us by the U.S. Army as a result of the CRD initiative. 
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« By Philip Smith 
ike Washington Post Staff Writer 

+ Years ago he was General Cao Van Vien, the 
man who rar the Army of the Repuolic of Souch 
Vietnam dung its final traumatic 11 years, de- 
‘Teaded Sugoi during ine Tea Offensive and stood 
on countless reviewing stands with the highest 
American military brass. 

“= This week Vien stood, unnoticed, beside his 
ife-in a crowded Alexandria courtroom, right 
Band raised as they and 63 others became natu- 
fhlized citizens of the country that once poured 
Bes and millions of dollars into trying to save 
their homeland. 

©. “He was absolutely a key figure” in the years of 
American involvement in Vietnam, says Robert 
Komer of Alexandria, the former chief U.S. advis. 
Ai pacification of the Vietnamese countryside. 
ve was energetic, hard-working, very low-profile 
and self-effacing.” 

;, Since he moved here his manner has remained 


the same, so much so that Komer was unaware 
until recently that Vien — who once conferred 
constantly with the likes of Creighton Abrams and 
Wiuani Westmoreland. the senior American com- 
manders in Vietnam ~~ was living only a few 
suis away in suburban Haile Church, 

Vien left ceremony in U.S. District 
Court holding his citizenship certificate and po- 
litely but firmly dectining to be interviewed. “No 
comment,” he said. “I still have many enemies.” 

“If you lived through what [Vien] must have 
lived through, especially after the Americans left 
{Vietnar],” says Komer, “it’s bound to have a 
traumatic effect.” 

“He often said, ‘We did the very best we could, 


we worked hard at it,’ ” says retired Gen. William . 


E. Potts, who knew Vien in Vietnam. “He said, 

‘We shared ‘a the victories and successes and we 
in the things that went wrong,’ ” 

‘otis, now an employe of General Research 

Corp. in McLean, has aince overseen the writing 

of a $1 miilion, three-year history project for the 


CPYRGH 
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rmy Figure Becomes Citizen 


Army in which former Indochinese military offi- 
cers, including Vien, were paid up to $1,500 a. 
month to record their views of the Vietnam Waz. ' 

Lt. Col. Adrian of the Army Center for 
Mi ee Lest Sra “The 
Final Collapse,” ublished in a few months. 
ijl Seade sara ien S 

y and be available to i 
Government Printing Office, Traas said. 

Vien was in combat as a colonel in | 
1964, reportedly a time when few senior Vietnam- : 
ese officers saw action on the battlefield. The / 
same year he was made chief of the Vietnamese | 
joint general staff. For the next decade he com- | 
manded the country’s armed forces, leaving in | 
1975 as the enemy was entering Saigon. | 

On Monday as District Judge Albert V. Bryan 
dr. congratulated the group of new Americans, in- 

| 
| 


‘cluding about- a dozen Vietnamese. “Like an 


adopted child who learns he has been chosen by 


his new parents,” Bryan said, “this country de- 
ights in being chosen by you for citizenship.” 
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